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attempts lie beyond its true sphere, it has no pre-
tension to be able to deal with them.

Human Society is so complex that in order to
study particular phenomena in any detail, we need
to isolate them: it is necessary for us to try to
simplify the problems so that we may grasp them
and deal with them. We need tools to work with in
order to think clearly, and to measure accurately,
and terms in which to state our conclusions. Unless
we have some such means at our disposal we cannot
set the problems of railway rates, or the incidence of
taxation, or the advantages and disadvantages. of
trusts in a form in which they can be discussed
clearly. Economic Science is necessary for us to use
if we wish to pursue such studies.

But while it is necessary for us to group pheno-
mena that we may study them better, we should
never forget that the grouping is made for our own
convenience, and that we cannot really break life up
into sections. Economic phenomena do not actually
exist apart and by themselves, though we may find
it convenient to think of them by themselves. As
they actually occur in our experience, economic
phenomena are one side of the life of a community:
if we are discussing what the community should do,
or forecasting what course it is likely to take, we
must endeavour to view it as a whole, and dare
not leave on one side the elements which are ir-
relevant to the study of particular problems and
may be neglected in a narrow sphere. The method